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Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg’s management style has its hallmarks: unwavering loyalty to aides and a 

deep distaste for exposing private lives to public scrutiny.  

So when he described the resignation of a deputy mayor a few weeks ago, Mr. Bloomberg left out a crucial 

detail — the aide had just been arrested over a domestic violence complaint.  

On Thursday, Mr. Bloomberg’s instinct to protect, rather than disclose, engulfed his administration in 

controversy, as prominent city officials harshly criticized his decision to keep the episode hidden from the 

public.  

The deputy mayor, Stephen Goldsmith, who had overseen the city’s Police, Fire and Transportation 

Departments, was arrested on July 30 after an altercation with his wife at their home in Washington. His 

wife told officers that he had shoved her and smashed a telephone against the floor.  

Mr. Goldsmith, who spent at least 36 hours in police detention after the episode, immediately reported the 

matter to Mr. Bloomberg. But when Mr. Goldsmith abruptly resigned five days later, the mayor’s office 

declared in a statement that he was “leaving to pursue private-sector opportunities in infrastructure 

finance,” language that was reviewed by the mayor himself, people with knowledge of the situation said.  

While acknowledging that Mr. Goldsmith, 64, had to step down, these people said, Mr. Bloomberg insisted 

that the departing aide, a former mayor of Indianapolis and a well-known expert on municipal 

government, be allowed to characterize the move on his own terms.  

Pressed on why City Hall had not disclosed the arrest or the reason Mr. Goldsmith had stepped down, a 

spokesman for the mayor, Marc La Vorgna, declined to comment.  

Mr. Goldsmith’s departure from City Hall had already seemed all but inevitable: it capped a tumultuous 

14-month tenure in which he clashed with city commissioners, inflamed municipal unions and oversaw 

the much-criticized response to the December blizzard, which he coordinated from Washington, where he 

spent many weekends. When he resigned, many assumed he was ousted for poor performance, a 

perception City Hall did nothing to dispel. On Thursday, Mr. Goldsmith said that he had actually resigned 

so that his arrest would not “be a distraction to the mayor.”  

Mr. Goldsmith’s arrest, made over his wife’s strenuous objections, first became public in The New York 

Post on Thursday. The revelation, and the decision by the administration to cloak the circumstances 

surrounding Mr. Goldsmith’s resignation, roiled New York’s political world, especially because the mayor 

has made government transparency and combating domestic violence priorities during his tenure.  

“It appears that the mayor was not up front with New Yorkers,” said John C. Liu, the city’s comptroller, 

who called on the mayor to “level with the city” about Mr. Goldsmith’s conduct.  



Scott M. Stringer, the Manhattan borough president, said he was “very troubled that this information was 

purposely withheld from the public” and suggested that, in this case, the mayor’s penchant for privacy had 

crossed the line.  

“You don’t want to tell the people where you go on the weekends? We can have that discussion,” Mr. 

Stringer said, alluding to the mayor’s frequent trips out of town. “But it’s absolutely unacceptable to 

conceal a set of circumstances like this.”  

Even domestic violence experts who have worked closely with the administration and spoke glowingly of 

its track record on the issue said they were unsettled by the situation.  

“If we are going to hold the regular people of New York City accountable for not being violent in their 

relationships, we need to hold our senior leaders and officials, too,” said Liz Roberts, the chief program 

officer at Safe Horizon, a group that has worked with the mayor to pass laws protecting victims of 

domestic abuse.  

“It’s troubling — absolutely,” she said.  

Based on the police report, it appears that prosecutors did not want to charge Mr. Goldsmith, because his 

wife did not want to pursue the case.  

His arrest, according to a report released Thursday by the Washington police, stemmed from a loud and at 

times violent argument starting around 9:30 p.m. on a Saturday in the couple’s red-brick town house in 

the wealthy Georgetown neighborhood.  

 “I should have put a bullet through you years ago,” Margaret Goldsmith, 59, screamed at her husband, 

according to the report. Mr. Goldsmith then shoved her into a kitchen counter, she told the police.  

Mrs. Goldsmith threatened to call the police. According to the report, she told him, “You’re not going to do 

this to me again.”  

At that, Mr. Goldsmith grabbed the telephone and threw it to the ground, breaking it, Mrs. Goldsmith told 

the police. He grabbed her and refused to let her go, the report said.  

Mrs. Goldsmith said she yelled, “Let me go, let me go,” and dug her nails into her husband’s forearms; 

when he released her, she ran to another room and called the police, the report said.  

Mr. Goldsmith was arrested around 10 p.m. on a charge of simple assault domestic violence.  

The Goldsmiths, in a statement released Thursday morning, confirmed the arrest but denied that they had 

engaged in any violence and suggested that the police report had misrepresented their behavior.  

The report, Mrs. Goldsmith said, “is a summary of what discussions occurred that evening in our home, 

and those comments have been misconstrued as well as taken out of context.”  

Mrs. Goldsmith said the arrest, which was required under Washington’s domestic violence laws, “was 

made over my strong objections and numerous appeals to the officers.”  



Mr. La Vorgna, the spokesman for Mr. Bloomberg, said the mayor’s office had “nothing to add to Mrs. 

Goldsmith’s account of the incident.” Once Mr. Goldsmith had brought the arrest to Mr. Bloomberg’s 

attention, Mr. La Vorgna said, “it was clear to the mayor and Mr. Goldsmith that he could no longer serve 

at City Hall, regardless of his guilt or innocence.”  

Mr. Bloomberg, 69, has long prided himself on standing by employees who run into trouble, both at his 

company and in City Hall, expressing disgust for executives who abandoned aides at the first whiff of 

scandal.  

He stuck by Steven Rattner, who managed Mr. Bloomberg’s personal wealth, after the financier was 

caught up in an investigation into kickbacks to New York State’s pension system. He defended Nicholas 

Scoppetta, then the city’s fire commissioner, amid intense criticism of the city’s role in the deadly fire at 

the former Deutsche Bank building. And he declined to dismiss Mr. Goldsmith even as doubts intensified 

about his competence.  

With a mix of admiration and dismay, even those closest to the mayor describe him as loyal to a fault.  

Susan Lerner, the head of Common Cause New York, a good-government group, said that Mr. Bloomberg 

faced “a tricky situation,” given that Mr. Goldsmith had not been charged with a crime.  

“I don’t think you need to necessarily say what happened,” she said. However, she added, “It’s never, to us, 

a good idea to misrepresent to the public, even with the motives of trying to prevent a trial by the media.”  

On Thursday, Councilwoman Letitia James, a Democrat from Brooklyn, said that she had spoken with 

several members of the administration who argued that Mr. Goldsmith’s resignation was a “private 

matter.”  

Ms. James called that explanation jarring. “They huddled together and they maintained silence,” she said. 

“They tend to protect their own.” 

 


